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questioned typewriting appearing on Q1 and Q2 was not 
prepared with the typewriters used in preparing K1 through 

By communication dated October 7, 1964, Mr! 

H. M. RAY, United States Attorney, Northern District of 
Mississippi, advised that after reviewing the investigative 
reports m this matter it was his opinion that. no further 
investigation is necessary and that the matter should be 
closed. Mr. RAY advised that he would not authorize 
prosecution of the unknown subject even though his identity 
would be determined. * 
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' ^ •/V' " " .t^^Seotion II, page 1, column 1, reveals Attorney MELVIN BELLI, counsel 
.3 - 4 - _v. : ' f . •?:>! for Japan Air Lines and recently married, would leave during the v * 

1 4 • k yeak of July 3, 1956, for Europe via Scandinavian Air Lin es. 

' 6 • ' 1 The “San Francisco Examiner” newspaper issue of May A. I95f| 

• -1 1 3 XjTfiTtmt n75TTT V . - . . . _ ' . / * / ! 


?r£ ?&$/ 


- 8 oimer air line hostess, JOEY TURNER, in'san Francisco/ MELVEp ^§§ ■ ff 

9 ?*&&&[&«. ' acj ^d^g .to the article, formerly was married to. -BETTY ’ jl ; 

Childrens He married I 

?!-. •■ ; .^i><‘^0>^?S^SGSS9?^X-f i omej^tMOCTa^er, -'-and .they 'were divorced ’• in II 

-\2 1955 ^.^\\ i : 77. /c . ivSjg 

i /./ tJ3n March 9, 1951, thc/nama of KELVIN BELLI, San Francisco, |f | 

-5 . ;V appeared along with other names on the letterhead of the Lawyers ’ S3 

*6 ;v v .:A ? V Against Test Oaths for the Bar, p.O. Box 2225, San Francisco 26, $3 £ y^l' 

• 7 \ V : : o£ a nd.-l6l4 North Argyle, Los Angeles 28, which appealed to members of II 

• to - oppose California Senate Bill SB1666, which would impose nff 

29 ^on^eveiy; member of the California Bar and every candidate for |h 
admission the requirement that a test or loyalty oath be taken as - *8 
a condition to practicing law. "* • . ■■**U | ■ 
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The "Daily people* s. World" newspaper issue of September 
22, 1949, contains an article, "Bay Area Notables Protest Communist 

trial. » 

■ "San Francisco, Sept. 21 . . 

"A group of prominent Bay Area residents, headed 
by Attorney VINCENT H&LLINAN, protested the prosecution 
of the 12 Communist leaders to ALEEN BARKLEY during 
? ...the vice president's visit here 

"The groiqp wrote BARKLEY that they wanted A o 
see him *for the purpose of protesting the actions of 
the United States government in prosecuting persons for 
the egressions of opinions. ' * — 

"*We refer particularly to the prosecution of the 
Communist leaders in New York,* and consider the action 
against them the sad reflection upon the level to which 
our American concepts of free speech have declined. 
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. . . ,M We desire to solicit your aid to combaSsprocedures 
under which an existing system can employ the coercive 
forces of the government to preserve itself from 
criticism or change* * 
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ly"People , .s World".- is'.:,a WesfeCbast^Conmuiiist 


- . “Members of the group which also sent a strongly 
worded protest against "the trial to Attorney General 
J* HDV^RD 143 GRATH , ■ included in addition to HALLINAN; 
i^VIl^rEELLIj a ttorney ;, « 

/(jo c<»i 


i t-;-> • ■ 

’ I 




YY : ’ . ' The Coimnunist Party, - USA., has been designated by the 

Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


> ’ The "Daily People* s World" newspaper issue of November 

' ^ :^6,^1941, page 1, columns 2, ‘3 and 4, contained an article entitled; 
"B^ : Area .Notables Greet Soviet People on Nov, 7." : 4. 


1 ;‘ v "Sah' Francisco, Nov. 5 
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"Prominent Northern Californians are sending greetings 
to the people of the Soviet Union on November 7, the 
Russians 1 Independence Day, in support of the Red Army* s 
struggle against Nazi Germany, today announced the Russian- 
American Society to Aid USSR and Great Britain to Defeat 
Hitler Fascism. 
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"Religious leaders, city officials, educators, 
liberals and progressives were circulated with the follow- 
ing message; . , 
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"'We Americans admire your courage and determination 
in your fight against Hitlerism. . 


"•On November 7, your Independence Day, we wish to 
convey to you our message of greetings and deep 
-conviction that your heroic struggle will end in final 
victory over the dark forces of fascism. 1 " 
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Signing the. message of greetings, with modification!^^ 

' some instances, were: MELVIN M.- BELLI, attorney. 

The Russian American Society, Inc.,, has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. . 
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information concerning captioned 
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10 «,: „ ; ■■ ' J h ?, re " e frequent references in Bufiles to Belli, in his ca^0iii ; 

1 “ attorney for various clients. . Belli was the attorney in 1947 for comniainH© 

y.; aga J ns ; Jie Government in connection with injuries arising out of the great 

v 7j at the United States Naval Ammunition Depot/ , PortS, 

1 1-4^ nr 10 ^ 0 *! C ^ hfo 1 rnia " wben Special Agents interviewed one of hiL clients, this : 1fe 
\m ch ^ voluntarily mentioned .that. Belli had asked that he be aUowod to filbthis 
4^#^^ ltf0r 4 h 7^ nd W she.Jiad signed a contract that Belli .would receive about 30 E 
} 8 < ■ P. er cent of any money paid by the Government to her. Later Belli wrote the HS 

19 ( ^ Special Agent in Charge, San Francisco, accusing Special Ml 

\°/ Agents of harassing his clients and making insulting and unethical interrogate ‘ns && 

fe’ ? AC Ki^oan personally contacted Belli and resolv'jd/fi 
>¥ matter. Belli admitted he was concerned that the FBI might be investig dhi*§ 

i 4 ; .him since he was at that time being investigated by a private investigate H 

i fcu,» d by tte Maryland CaSUalt #®®^ mPany ln COnneCti0 i ; :" i,n 1 


r. Nichols, with copy of enclosure /. » 

ure — Pe h -‘d 


- Mr. : 
Enclosure 



PEC flisss _ 


2&d: 


yr— 










‘I® 


Jones to - Nichols memory 

■•••A •; , . 

* ■ •: * •: ' - ' 


December 14, 1958 




( y a :3ip0, 000 suit which a client of his had fried against that company. e r 
cbmpany: refused to settle and reported to the California Ea 
V: Belli uwas unethical in soliciting his clients and fur tire 

. thatvhe had been unethical in obtaining signatures to a fee contract. 

: ( 62 - 8 2613 - 24 ) . • • 
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3 ■ ' ■ • • ’'The actiop was filed in San Mateo 

,/ I County Superior Court by S. J. Da Sanders 

r > and Robert Dupret, ov/ners of a Redwood 

City cigar store. Their complaint asserted 
they entered into thVa^eement last Decem- 
ber and attempted to mthdraw several days 
later out that Belli refused to return a 

i$2. 000 dOWn navmanf , v OO £? 1 > . • 


! 


V*. 


‘ 9 1P*L 

1 •>♦£&•**' V.C i - 

. V 

1 4 

15 


T ;: ' : City ci^r Store. rneir complaint asserted - 

: e -Z^y entered, into the ^eempnt last Deeem-> 

; 9 ; , .. r ^ ,er * Ln( 3 attempted to/^thdraw several days r 0 vjtvdS 

later but that Belli refused to return a 
p$ 2 » OOQ doyyn payment. ♦* 

' 1 Q 4 Q «« 4 - . - The ’’Daily People* sjsVorld’’ newspaper, issue of September ‘ 

1949 , contains an article, ’’Bay Area Notables Protest Communist ^ial. ’V'^^Sl 

”San-Francisco, Sept. 21 v~.. >:•:.• 4- . : 

' a * ’’A^oup of prominent Bhy Area residents, headed by p!$t 
Attorney VINCENT HALLINXN, protested the prosecution ^ 

BARKLEY durlnr 

„ "l hQ group wrote BARKLEY that they wanted & 25€ 

: ““ for ^ purpose of protesting the actions of toe life ted 
; :^>r. / States government in prosecuting persons for the - ^ l 

° • . / expressions of opinions. 

' I — -.--.j^ j^Q-rpfer particularly tn the prosecution of^'^i 
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; .. Communist leaders in New York, and consider the 

• action against them the sad reflection upon the level to 

°* T American concepts of free speech have 




K-’ : i 


• N. 


4 

» • . •. .*■ .• ■ 1 .* .jf •*• .- > >“ .*rV- • 

5 , ; 'S if 2 - . 


v ; procedures under which an existing system can employ 
' the coercive forces of the government to preserve itseh 
from criticism or change. ’ 


''Members of the group which also sent a strongfjf ~ 

Protest against-the^ to Attorney General ' If Wm 
!•$ MC GRATH, included in additionto HALLIiMn; WMA 
;.2 ; : ' SELi^, ^tbrne^; r . .. . .... . .... .... .1 ,'|||| 
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.newspaper. 


The "Daily People's World" is a West Coast communist 1 
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'.y appeared along with other names on the letterhead of the Lawyers Agaii.# 1 
’ a Oaths for the Bar, P. O. Box 2225, San Francisco 26, and 1614 N$**th ' l 


^ ^ cua oiui rrajicisco ana iol 4 IN; th 1 

? 5 mP ' \ Los Angeles 28, which appealed to members of the bar to cpcouc 

J6 %$& .Senate Bill SB1S68, which would impose upon every member of the 

Bar. and every candidate for admission the requirement Uiat, a V 
^^Pyaiiy oath be taken as a condition to practicing law. &■". , 

;g . 

v : The "San Francisco. Examiner" newspaper, issue of May i i&V 
* 2 : ¥'0^ vl — ?» r ® vealed Melvin Belli; attorney and writer, married on May 3, 1956, '.Pflj 

1 3 S^^r:^v^ r ^ ner _ alrline : ^ ost ®^ s » Jdey Turner, Hn^San Francisco. Melvin Belli, b 

1 4 ^^according to the article: formerlv •was marHwl fn’PfafKr Poiio n fi« A 


i J . :V • •>• • ' .. w vwj *U*UV1, :*u hHUi X A XMCiViZl J3CZ.U, - ■ 

U ^according to the article; formerly was married to Bbtty BalJantine and 

15 -s€ divorced in 1951, having four children. He married Toni 'Nichols, a formerfeS;! 

• 6 > . ?iv-y stenographer, and they were divorced in March, 1955. ijiM 

n /.V •- ! - * “ • ... |||J 

OK •'•• :••• TilQ M£an Francisco Examiner” newspaper, issue of July 3, j/. 1 
• 0 ? J 958 * Section ' n » Page 1, column 1, reveal^ Attorney Melvin Belli, counsel hp^i 

;i . * or Japan Air Lines and recently married, would leave during the week c f ^ P 

>2 'j* x:.y J^y 3, 1956, for Europe via Scandinavian Air Lines. (105-49865-4) 
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Last winter, Fulton Lewis, Jr., confused Pearl Wanamaker 
State* Director of Education, with a communist. He^made a prompt 

matter was all over.; . OnFriday he_told me s 
^•^^r’sum^dilieen filed against him in Yakima, Washington, by an attorney 
.c .| name d R^er Tonkoff. and that suits will also be filed in 50 other cities throng 
2 3 :i^3®elvhrBelli, who is connected with the National Association of ComDensat 
U ^Attorneys. ;'r ; • • . • ' ' 

?5 " ■ - -a- • 

/•- Af ; y' -Lewis stated that Belli had written a book "Ready for Plaintif 
?8 ^r Published by Henry Holt<sn Company; that, the suit has no merit and it looks 1. 

> 9 ^^^is ^a- : sKarp trick 'on the part of lawyers to really ruin him as the expense, 
> o h^t^isnient of defending 50 suits will be considerable. He is naturall j 

r l rying tb find out something about the attorneys. I told him that I didn't know 

anything,, but would check. A summary is enclosed. 
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SUBJECT: MELVIN M. BELLI • 

Vt ■ . ATTORNEY 

f-<’ , SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


date: September 1, 


S JL 


/memo dated 8-28-59. ° -f - M 

'/*£• v "- v. riT * : ’ / 'A ; - - ■ •■ • . 

- r?v v Thb Director has instructed that our San Francisco Office 
^M^keep alert for any violation of law by Belli in view of his questionable 
record. Attached is a brief letter to San Francisco with appropriate • 
instructions. '• v, ^ ■ 


RECOMMENDATION: ‘ ‘ " r:o!i?T-^>-Kr ' rAi 

... ' , m -3 - ‘ \ - • ’ ' ,a “ * r **L ’“ " 

V- That the attached letter of instructions be sent to the San 

Francisco Office,, . ‘ 

Enclosure fi^Ct 1 

. 0: DA?3 c? Kfrl-g^.f y 

1 - Mr. Belmont n '/ , , 
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•: 2 . • :■ • 

[4 v'Csubjbct: ^MEL\^ M^BELLI 

1 5 •••^; ■■■••^4-Attorney 4'.: 

; 6 ;• SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 



DATE: August 28, 1958 
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- B ACKGROUND : The attached newspaper clipping from J'The New York Times'*^ 

f ui^f^l^g^efieqt& that Attorney Melvin M. Beilina San Francisco trial 
.wyer, m|rod^ Coast mobster Mickey Cohen at a seminar on legal tact 

: taring the current American Bar Association convention. Cohen was introduced 
»w ’Pr.ofessor O'Brien’' ^vnorf f\r\ fov mro omr»‘ /»o^, «« • mL^ r\;_i - 




i’.’What do we 


m” expert on tax evasion and other ; criminal cases, 
know re Belli ?" ; 
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>6 V- : . : c The current Martindale- Hubbell Law Directory lists a Melvin m^M i B 

• foorn 19 07 , admitted to the Bar 1933. He is associated with the law firm of BlUiiSAsl e^v ^ 


dMENDATION: 


None. For information 


GLASS 


BEASO 


DATE 0 


1-./ » ~±S 


Wfc 1 ’ SEP. A4'3rfe.;\ 


r ^ ^ 4 ^ 


j^TAILS: The 'Daily People^ World, " communist newspaper, of N‘jve^be 5, /, 

■" 41 » P a S e !'» columns 2, 3 and ! 4 contained aityartiple entitled UBa-w Area , 7 < - 

;.■•;■' . ✓•srp'Ca/ // si.--, r -' 
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Notables Greet Soviet .People on Nov. 7. " • This article reflects that a grout 
of prominent Californians, including B611i, sent greetings to the Soviet Union 
m support of the Red Army * s struggle against. Nazi Germany. This message* 
z^was * sent^by ithe JRusmaji - A me ric an Society , _ Inc.^.which has been^designated 

States pursuant : to Executive Order 10450 j-'' 
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in nnnnontir, ^ was tlm attorney. for feonpJainaits against the Goveffltm^hffl^j 
in connection with injuries arising out of the great explosions on July 17 194 Jr 
hi connection with these suits; Belli accused Special Agents of the FBI of fL 
harassing his clients. and making insulting and unethical interrogations concerning 
“^P^^tices^^He lat:er admitted that he was concerned that the FBI might belf i 
investigating him since he was being investigated by an insurance cbmpanv i i ® ' 

connection with a $100; 000 suit which a client of his had filed against that com W 
1 One insurance company reported him to the California Bar Association for hi, 4 b 


unethical practices. (62-82613-24) 

i _ n . The " Dail y People' s World" newspaper, issue of September 22, 
,1949, contams an article, "Bay Area Notables Protest Communist triaL " which 
Reflects that a. group of San Franciscans protested the prosecution of twelve 
* Communist leaders to Alben Barkley. The^group included Belli v ; '• 


^si-M 

mm 

:W 


: v!8i» 



•_ March 9, 1951, the name of Melvin Belli, San Francisco, 

appeared along with other names on the letterhead of the Lawyers Against Test 
I t X for the Bar > p - O. Box 2225, San Francisco 26, and 1614 North Argvie. 

appealed t0 members of the bar to oppose California 
) Senat e.Bill SB1666, which would impose upon every member of the 
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' 2 iyJones to DeLoach Memo 
• 3 '/Re: Melvin M. Belli 


j test or. loyalty oath be taken as a condition to practicing law. 

: X: The ."San Francisco Examiner", of October 9, 1956, reflect? 


'9 jciThe "San Francisco Examiner", of October 9, 1956, reflect? 

; 0 for the,cliiMi*en of an individu al wh o bad . 

[. v deeded at ranc?^^rtt^$200, 000 to an attorney. The children were alleging 
2 2 - that this gift was a hidden donation to the Communist Party and that undue 
? 3 . ^influence had been brought to bear upon their fathe r. v ; (100- 3 8 8 5 61- A) ; : v 

-5 I ■ ' I - - - 

^1- Europe 


Belli w as reported to be le aving h is wife on July 3, 1956, for 

05-49865-4) 


l ' The Los: Angeles Officb adyised in April, 1959, that Mickey Cofj 

in' r ' was believed, to have hired Belli as attorney for stripteaser Candy Barr. j| 
u"^(63-4296>26-361)' l ^^*-'' i ’ V - * i j 


associated v/ith Belli 


V--via August, 1949, Belli, describecLby a Los Angeles_newspaper 
*9 /pas "King of Torts" was described as the attorney for Mickey Cohen in a suii: 
;o charging. Cohen with assault upon Chief Federal Narcotic Agent Howard 

1 1 • Chappell. (92- 31 56- A) ' x - v ; '•>: 
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Memorandum 


- A* 4 ■ 4 /■ 

.1 ’ - FROM : 

:2 V ■■■' 

.3 : ■' ;V : \ 

• 4 \ A SUBJECT: : 


Mr. Malon^’^V 
, , 0 
H. L. Edwards/^.. 


■ MELVIN M. BELLI 
. ATTORNEY - - • . 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


/9/60 


» J urso/H 

Be Ijjfoni 
Cofla'ha 

D fe 

Guirc 

Rcsen 

T'vmm 

Trojiei 

•A. y, 


9 • By memorandum dated 3/9/60 Edwards to Mr^Malone^Ise^-J 

. ofo^^iii^^tlpn-'rs • tHe.-- .American Bar- Associations 

: Iplans to : oust Belli frora^ the, ABA because of his many cheap unethisa^racUce^ 
-preview of Bufiles was made as a result of an article in "The New York Times',' c 
? 3 8-2^-f59 which indicated that Attorney 'Melvin M. Belli/ a San Francisco trial la’ 
^introduced West Coast mobster Mickej^Cghen at a seminar on legal tactics- durii 
; ^annual ABA ; meeting at Miami Beach. Cohen was introduced as "Professor O' B. | 
^expert on tax evasion and other criminal cases. Of course, Belli's seminar hacJ| 
>8CpimectionvWith the ABA and the ABA protested his cheap trick which led the putfj 
2 9thdhk/othef.^ noted, "What do we. know re Belli?" ® 

x ■ ■ ' i ' -g } ^ 

’ ’ V The current Martindaie-HuhliellDaw Directory lists a Melvin M. J 

/Shorn 1907, admitted to the Bar 1933. He is associated with the law firm of Bel!^ 
* fAshe and Gerry, 240 Stockton Street, San Francisco, California. ”1 










Memorandum to Mr. Mohr 

Re: Melvin M. Belli ' ^ f 

i 0 5-.49865 q a : ; 

The San Francisco Office was alerted by ^tX dated 9-1-Fsll ; 
in accordance with the Director's instructions but to d^re they have not rc-pjlted 
any additional information. In. view of the contemplated action of the ABA .11 j. 
is felt that the San Francisco Office should review its files and public sour iff - 
material for any additional information re jBelli. Upon receipt of same, £ufShe:f 
consideration will be given and appropriate recommendations will be maafeK 




RECOMMENDATION: ■ That the attached letter of instructions be sent to thif j 
San Francisco Office. fs • 
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S .'ANO>TO FORM NO, 64 


**' OjjiCG • UNITED STAVES GOVEJ^^ME-NT^ 

- * > Mr. Tolson 


: ''■ Director , FB I 


‘m 


•- *■• . t ’ • — 

San Francisco (105-4626) 


* S'VsujBjBcr.: -V! ’MELVIN M.^BELLI 
Z K '<§$. ATTORNEY- . ,. ■ ; ; ' : ■•: -v , 

6 J./. J.SA1T FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

p ’ ^ 3/14/60. * . 

herewith, are the original 
BELLI . ■ : 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Mohr 

DATE: 3/18. 'SO pRrs,,,,s - 

Mr. ^t'lniont. 
Mr. pffllajjio-* 
Mr. mrfc.S: : 
Mr. Als^nM . 
Mr. V.iC’.: i _ 
Mr. Rcs-n ! 

. M r. Tan.m | _ 

Mr. Tr--.lt- 1 ... 
' ■ Mr. W.C.5 I ri 

Tele. Rowr ES _ 
Mr. Ingrai §jj 

Miss Gaiii} is 
a far; 


and three copj 


in lettei>,to the Bureau from San Francisco 


^thiJ b nf-PiJS ard rf being interviewed in this matter by. Agents I 

^^this off ice ; ,aiid learning that- Agents were not investigating him £ 
3 ivfi® stated ^that he, BELLI, would withdraw his objections. It was 5 

D ? ±e '- ' forth in / that letter 'daVed !i 
v th a t, BELLI mentioned?; that. : he had: received information thv 

was being investigated by a, private investigator wh?was in tS- 
fe^ s ° t the Maryland Casualty Insurance Comply in connexion wi 
j ; *. 5 ELLI s ethic-. in handing a suit for a client against the >.iarv'» 

. Casualty Insurance Company. As file information does not refect 

J?**, 1 * was substantiated, this matter is not being sot fort*’ j- •• 

blind memo. - 


fort:.’ 




^bureau (Enel. -4) -Tin-. >fj 
1/San Francisco //.-■ L ,;/ 
JBD;eIck 


rsQE.-EEV.lL 


* -• s 







^+hr*ni,crti i +h,^ .newspaper items mentioned in the memorandum were obte 

P ^- tlle USan ^ncisco Examiner,” a newsoaber 
..publ^hed .at San Francisco. The items were clippings filed' in 

?J vel ?P e s; where the clipping v/as from the "San Francisco Ernmire 

h a d ate stamp of the date of issue from which c^iSS 

where the item had b<^n vo-iivrwi -p _« _ _ wmcn c_ippe> 


_;„_i iaibiiaacioji . with reference to the articles ^rom "Li^e " 
^"TimeV-and the "Saturday Evening Post," national nagStoeS uere 
•%eoured fron the San Francisco City Library. ^ ’ TCre 
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^/fiMel vin Hpfeelli- 
Attorney 

S^n Francisco, California 
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The ^ 1959: San Francisco city Directory reflects that Melvin 
M. (Joy : T.) Belli resides at^ 1228 Montgomery, Apartment S. 


.8 

.9 


• - The 1953 San Francisco City Directory listed Belli as a 

iw-'l anrtr^T*,. rrr-T •f'h ^ ju -r n aa nj. » . . . . . . _ 


115 




i 

! : i 

' .. 

#1 

mi 


office at 240 Stockton Street and his wife was lis 
and his residence ’was given as 1228 Montaom 

ll -ife-e 4 The current: (September, 1959) San Francisco Telephone 
Directory lists Melvin M. ‘Belli of the law firm of Belli 
:! . - ...v AsheF and Gerry as having offices at 722 Montgomery Street 

‘ b San Francisco. ’ 

?7- . : ... ■ -- ;.V • 

;Martindale-Hubbeli. Law Directory lists Melvin _ fj 
attorney, ^San Francisco, California, born 1907 . (1 

to?..Bar xS33 . member- of the American Bar Asroc -5 


:d . 

ras 


: 

. If. ' *1 

•v. : v * j i 


~(V ' 

m.m-b 

r • » 


member- of the American Bar Association 
om the; University of Calif ornia with 



" 

/ \ '/ The "Sail Francisco Examiner' 1 newspaper , a newspaper 
./ > published daily - -• '«•' - - 


o 2\?m 1 •: 

14 

jQ'.;.' » u »J-ished' daily at San Francisco, issue of May 4, 1956, . . . .. 
io r .y^yMelvin Belli, attorney and writer, married on May 3, IDoo, a 
. 'i i-y: former -air • lii\e hostess, ^ey Turner* in San Francisco. 

Melvin Be^li^jiiccorfU-iig to. the article, formerly was married 
^CLJ^etty^Bai>giitine(<Jand divorced in 1951, having four children. 
He married Toni^^iAhnls. ' a former stenographer, and they were 
divorced in March, 1955 KK n„t t / ^ V^V. , 


led 


. c- 

V: 

k 

m. 

# 








y:f The'San Francisco. Exaiainer'' issue of May 1, 1959, /had an 
item with reference to separate maintenance suits filed by 
Joy Belli against Melvin Belli and Melvin Belli against his 
wife, Joy Belli. 


The "San Francisco Examiner" had a copy of a press release 
in its files dated January 9, 1959, at San Francisco issued 
oy "Belli Seminar Foundation, 240 Stockton Street, San Francis 
52 iV?’ ; v.f or . nia > " •. for release January .12, 19.59 . According to the 
" - release, as part of a nation-wide series that has -been^v/idely 

- . .acclaimed, the San Francisco Lawyers Club, would sponsor a 

5 .£j*ps^Bell i Seminar Foundation lecture by internationally famed 

F . <- 
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San Francisco attorney Melvin M. Belli on January 17th at the 
• Francis Hotel (San Francisco) . The release stated 
Mr . vBelli would discuss trial and substantive law, criminal 
. , and civil law, trial and tort trends, procedures, vior dire, 

.. and: opening statements through final argument and appeal. 
According to the release, Belli would also discuss modern !r 
• damages , medical problems and would show autopsy . film. The 
release* described "Ther?Selii Seminar . Foundation" n 




release** described: ''The^Belli.-Seminar,. Foundation" as a charit.-ilila 
organization ,f or_the perpetuity.of . postgraduate legal educati .< W 
lectures and that Belli lectures were free to law students anc 1 T^; ; ^ 

medical students, doctors, judges, and professors. The releaJI . 
^tates^ fur ther as follows : u j 

■ ‘ .called ’The King of Torts, ’ was recently elected 1 

chairman of the Board of Directors of the International AcadoiP W&M -i 
_ of Trial lawyers at a meeting held at Coronado. He is past D<iti 

of that organization and past President of the National Asso- fl v%-^--vS'V 
elation of Claimants Compensation Attorneys. 1 

"Particularly noted for being a pioneer in the use of deal a- • . ( 
strative evidence. Belli is equally regarded as an author of ’ll 
:> . numerous : books, : which includes ■'■Modern Trials,:* 'Re ady , for thJi j kj 
Plaintiff, - . 'Modern Damages , ' ’The Adequate Award ' and 'Trial -Is fej 
and Tort Trends. ’ His latest book, ’Life and Law in Japan," | 
deals with the Girard case which developed international legal a 
and political interests." J 

"Time" magazine (published by Time, Inc., 540 North Michic^n I 

Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois) issue of January 26, 195S, ° ; 

page 23, has an article about Melvin M. Belli under the caption : 1 

The Daw" aJid, subtitled "Plaintiff ’ s-Counsel . " Ther article ,'i V: - V I 

described Belli as a recognized, if not the revered, leader '-r •* ' i 

m the phenomenal field of U. S. law - personal injury. It is \psv. 
set forth that Belli ’s most noteworthy contribution to tort It: * 

trials is the use of "demonstrative evidence." It set forth 
that Belli would take his skeleton named "Elmer" into the ’ 

court room and show 'the jury by expert ’s' testimony exactly 
where the plaintiff broke a bone. A photograph of Belli with 
the skeleton appeared with the article. 

' l " ■"■■■" ; ■ •■'■' 

The "Time" article mentioned some of Belli *s cases. Among *•?/•§ 

those included were one for victims of the defective polio H' - • ' | 

vaccine distributed by California Cutter Laboratories in 1955 1 * f 

and one for relatives of victims of the nation's worst air j:^ ri 

crash - the collision of two airplanes over Grand Canyon on 
June 30, 1956. It also mentioned that Belli had pending in k£j>/* f 

^Louisiana a case against two cigarette manufacturers and th**; ^4v I * ! 

it had been filed on behalf of a woman whose husband died- c fW-j ! 

lung cancer. The last subheading of the article is cap tier jd-i., 
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ii 


• Shy ste r or Savant." The article mentioned under this headin' 
■ 1. ; n . los s ^. a **’ ° J& orvers agree that for many years personal 

of J ?h«J S V/erG n ’° C aclequately compensated in the courts. j*anyi 
of these same ooserve.rs now believe that Belli has led the I 

* en 2° ■ ca ' 1 xhe opposite direction and, moreover, they *’ 1 
Belli ’ s tecJmis**, The articl4 quoted eh U as 

e “ h6r Shy?ter: or savant ‘ The « I 

• vr Be ^f , was described in the •'Tine*' article as fifty-cne vs I 
m&rr ied , twice divorced. ° , I 

Examiner” issue of April 1, 1959, had ti 
ing Mclvin Belli as representing Mae West in a § 
^1 : 2 ka , k^? 1 S ^ 1 u £ S a aast a local night club (San Francisco) perfoi 
M 1 - ed her self as "the. one and only 'Diamond Lil'." J| 

'.f ' Tbe "Saturday Evening Post" (published by the Curtis Pubill 
; ?SL Compimy > .'.^iiadelphiav Pennsylvania) issue of April 11 Sj 
i 9 -„ln5 0nt o^ S article captioned "Medicine's Legal Nightmall 
v> vXt Woh vUyerman, beginning- on Page 13. In the first oar-tii 

.* s - set forth information about Melvin M.. Belli '1® 
./year-old^ San Francisco attorney, nationally known for his sii-J 
against; doctors for medical malpractice. 

7 n if 


sxaxea on April Ac , 1808, that mickey Ldnen and two other 
. individual arrived in Las Vegas on April 23, 1350, h ( -, r , c ^ 

Angeles, .California, by automobile. ' He stated that they were 
accompanied by an individual giving— the name of TMe-l" Belli 
an attorney from San Francisco. They appeared at the Clark* 
County Sheriff's Office where Cohen was required to register 
as an .ex-felon. Mr. Belli stated at that time Cohen was in Las 
Ve ?f> S J . tranSactiU ' S SOIue -egal business and also to discuss a 
golf tournament to be held at Wilbur *Clark's Desert Inn hotel 
- golf course. v . i 

The. "San Francisco Examiner" issue of- April 28, 1859, sets 
torth, under the caption "Belli Plans Plea for Stripper in 
o°?? • C 3-36 ’ " an ^ orin Ation that San Francisco attornej/- Melvin 
Belli announced yesterday he would champion the cause of Las 
Vegas stripper Candy Barr, a comely girl friend of gambler 
Mickey Cohen, convicted of possession of marijuana. The item 
^ a . ed . that reached by telephone in Las Vegas, said. 

This is a gross miscarriage of justice. I have definitely 
taxen up her.cr.se and we’re going to the U. 3. Supreme Cc; -r+ 
with it." 


[I] 





i The artxele^stated that Cohen said he made the arr ang e me nts 
I ' tor Belli to defend Miss Barr. Cohen v/ns quoted, "I made con- 
: ■. • ::f5^° ns . or . • Candy . I am not paying the bill. But I okayed 8 

• ' khe credit on it. She’ll pay- him when she’s able.". jjJ 

13 According to the article. Belli insisted, "This has nothiMv 

L 4 k ,9 do with Cohen. I agreed to • take her case after talking "W 
.5 - • ' Satu± > d^y...' M . ' The -news item further set°fojj§|h 

16 - : v: that Belli said, "She is caught right in the middle of a ~1§ 

- V political deal . r She doesh ’ t» use narcotics or sell it and shqif 

18 ^§: s deliberately framed by narcotics agents." According to 'Miff 

19 y'.i ;.w a article, a jury -in Dallas, Texas/ convicted Miss Barr fif 

-0 marijuana last- year. Her fifteen-year' pfiscft 

2 1* ‘ : ^sentence!; was.jlpheld in January by the Texas Court of Criminal 

' AnDeals.'.-. ' V: - ' >’• ' "fiSa 




.The "San Francisco Chronicle," a daily newspaper publishes 
at San Francisco, issue of July 6 , 195S, captioned "Belli 1 
Asked Limit for Lawyers Fees." It stated that Melvin Belli, If 
San Francisco attorney, had recommended to Governor Edmund ’ 

; G* Brown (Governor of California) •• for regulation of lawyers’ |j 
fees in personal injury — 


ither than creation 


- # * . ~ 7T-. O J a i-C wuuj. WiC.ll OX Uul/l OIX U i'- c%. MJnR 

California Automobile Accident Commission. Belli, a spsciali ( i; 
k im personal ^injury cases, was quoted, "Lawyers charge too mucif 
Fees in personal injury cases such as automobile accidents 
should not go over forty per. cent. I charge one- third. Comcjll 
•charge as much as fifty per cent." 

"San Francisco. Examiner" issue of August 24, 1359, contained 
an article captioned "Mickey Slated for Belli Seminar." The’ 
article, is dated Miami, August 23rd7 and stated that Mickey 
Cohen arrived in Miami oh August 23rd and, after questioning - by 
Miami detectives, he was. permitted to go to a Miami Beach hotel 
where he was scheduled .to address a trial seminar. The semin*** 
was -to be put on by attorney Melvin Belli, San Francisco trial* 
lawyer, who defended Cohen last week on a charge of assaulting 
the chief of the Federal Narcotics Bureau in Los Angeles . The 
news item stated the seminar held in conjunction with the. 
^ n ^- ver sity of Miami Law School attracted attorneys 
..across the nation, A seminar spokesman -said the meeting was - ---- 
not connected with the giant American Bar . Association convent ion 
starting thepe on Monday. 




. . In the "San Francisco Examiner" issue of August 25, l')5i 
.it was .set forth. in. an. article that Melvin Belli, top trial' 
lawyer from San Francisco, had introduced Mickey Cohen as 
Professor 0’3rien at the American Bar Association convent :L<~- 
in Miami Beach, The article stated that Cohen, as Fro:: . :~ 
. sor O'Brien, lectured to tlie unsuspecting lawyers as a 





rv 


r . 


$ 

-. & 


f. ;.v‘: KK on income-tax. The article stated the Association 

i. . . . . . . think, it was eiamy and an Association, spokesman saicl 

-d-i ' 0 ^ vl 2 usly . £J1 . ^teiapc to use the American Bar Asso 'iW- 

tionviov D )Tn Vof O rS^AriAT* y-x ^ f • . > . . DT*^’ 
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promo Lion,, according to the news . item . Th! 

thlt- ?i ! 0 Belli a0 'follow.:; "If they can't aponeci 

"rSM*? pt °f t^e.progran, then the whole Bar Association' ha; 

.;i °fi' lts sen f e .: ° :c . ^ uaor • , Belli was further quoted that he 

• Cohen had. appeared before .the convention. 

' ^aa^er'* on August 25, 1957, had an 

article captioned ’’Belli Gees Fair Trial for Girard." 'V’he jit 

? X ; -V- llst 24t «. by-line of "By :Sji v 

* xa Wer . ”■ The article- was abtfut the 
- ^oMb^^peppie of Japan against Specialist, Third Class, 
William . S . Girard . » 



Thf ’ISan Francisco Examiner" issue of August 26, 1957 h~ 

*2 zj'ti-cle by .Belli with reference to the Girard trial, ^’his 
; item has a dateline of Maebashi, Japan, August 26th. 

". ‘the” San Francisco Examiner" of September 10, 1957 i 

h ad an article : : .by Belli datelined Tokyo, September 9th, witl/^i 
to Japan * s civil, suit customs. , . $ 

„„ Jo® ' ^ a ^^^ ran ?^ sco Examiner" •" .issues of October 20, 21, 22 1 
A7, u3 and 29, 18wD, contained items mentioning Melvin Belli Is 
• as attorney for Beverly Aadland, teen-aged protege of the lav- 

i^o t ’ ynn ^ 9 ° 9 ie iC ' :01 ' v/ k° Vancouver, British r; oltimoia, •• 

- The, "San ^Francisco Examiner" of -November 17, 1957, had an 

f ? ub ? ci ty • : (California) peach farmer, bequeathed 1 
a ^o00,000 Qsca.ce co tnr.ee San Francisco lawyers with a provision y 
that it be used to "edudate people in the process of democrats . " ji/ft. 
The article set >’orth that the estate was bequeathed to attorneys |v. 
Geprge^nder sen , Normans&eon ar d and Richard^Gladstein v/ho had 
of ten_ defended members 6i the CormiunistyParty. According to the 
art ^ c , » attorney Melvin Belli declared he would contest the wi 11 
on behalf of the dead man’s widow, son and daughter. jpkf-if 

* 

^ ■ The "San Francisco Examiner" of December 8, 1957, datelined 

Marysville (California) contained an article that attorney 
Melvin Belli had filed action for the*son and daughter of r\ 
person by the name of Long. The"- news item set forth that accor 3- 
xng .to -the action Andersen induced, the father "through fraud a 3 




under xnxiuence" to will all but $13,500 of the estate to Ando: serf $ 
and his law partners, ITorman Leonard and Bichard Glaclsteir 
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^ ^The "San Francisco Chronicle" issue of October 9, 1356, 
had, an item that attorney Melvin >1. Belli was charged in the 
.Municipal Court (San Francisco) with failing to pay $176.00 
in overtime wages to two secretaries.. The "San Francisco 
Chronicle" of October 20, 1956, had an article on the same e 
If ' matter. This article stated that a couple of fox’mer secretar: 
had hailed Melvin Belli Into court on charges he' failed to 
pay their overtime for the last two weeks’ they worked for himj 
•••••> . The charge was described as a misdemeanor. 

.• ?• , : -San Francisco, California, Police Department arrest reso&j 

;v ’^^ardS'jNos .. A28055- and "A28056. reflect that Melvin Belli of 

^ohtgomei'y Street was arrested 6n the morning of v Sept em-j 
ber^l9,- 195S j*on -warrants issued on complaints of two individ 
; ; ' charging violation of 216(a) of the Labor Code. He was re- 

leased immediately on $100.^,00 bond in each of the two Cases . 

: : The records of Municipal: Court, Department No. 11, San Franci 
. ... ■■ reflects that Belli was acquitted of these charges in each ca 
. - . for violation of 216(a) of the Labor. Code on December 12, .1951 

The action numbers in the Municipal Court are 9327 and 9321 


r,eog 


t:® 


^ ,r. ..•' : 'The. ; ; : * , San Francisco, Chronicle" issue of March 15, 1955, 

l captioned "Belli JoinSi Battle to Save Chessman's Nev ! 
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Manuscript." The article read' that attorney Melvin Belli 
-catapulted himself into the Caryl Chessman case yesterday -wita 
.charges that confiscation of the condemned convict-author's ifj 
latest book is an attempt at thought control worse than the 
,.y treatment of prisoners in the Dark Ages. The article stated 
that Belli, well-known trial lawyer had offered his services 
. without .-fee' to Chessman's Sacramento_ (California) counsel, . 
Rosalie Asher, who accepted his association , in the case. It 
v/as further set forth that attorney Asher was scheduled to 
appear before Judge Michael J. Roche of the Federal District 
Court at San Francisco' to argue an injunction to prevent the 
destruction of Chessman's newest manuscript. It fui'ther 
mentioned that this- was another phase. of Chessman's six-year 
battle to escape San Quentin's gas chamber. 

' "San_Francisco Examiner" of May 10, 1S55, in an 
•captioned "Chessman’s Book Suit" set” forth that attorney" 
Melvin Belli, on behalf of Miss Asher, hale filed suit in 
Marin County (California) Superior Court, asking the court 
to order Warden liar-ley O. Teets, Director of Correction 
(California) Richard McGee and others to release Chessman's 
latest bool:, "Trial and Ordeal," to j attorney Asher. 
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"Life" magazine (published by Time, Inc., 540 North Michigr 
Avenue, Chicago 11, .Illinois) in an issue of October 1G, 1954; . 
.beginning on Page 71, contains .an article by Robert Wallace ' ' S 
captioned :, The King of Torts." The subheading reads "Melvin 
Belli’ s court room props and his pyrotechnic al oratory have 
reaped big awards for his clients and himself while r eve lii ting 
the practice of , personal, injury law." 

On March 9, 1951, the name of Melvin Belli, San 
Francisco, appeared along with other names on the letterhead 
of the Lawyers Against Test Oaths for the Bar, P.0. Box 2225 
-2.6 , 1 and 1614jNorth Argyle, £#sAngeies 28, . v/Iiih 
appeaied^to members of the Bar to oppose California Senate 
Bill SB 1666, which would impose upon every member of the Cal 
fornia Bar and every candidate for admission. the Requirement 
that a test or loyalty oath be taken -as; a "condition to practij 
law. •. ; 

The "Daily People's World" newspaper issue of September 
1949, contains an article, "Bay Area Notables Protest Community: 

trial P" 


£ 


"San Francisco'', Sept..; 21 


"A group o: 
by Attorney, .Vine eaj^Ial lift an , 


isc<y, Sept. ;2a 

f prominent Be 
nwilallinan. r. 



of the 12 Communis 
the vice 


-,y Area res id ents , headed 
protested theprosecution 



president ’ s 


leaders to 
v is x c ner« 


Alben 


Barkicy 


dur mg 


. ;■ • '"The group wrote Barkley .that they wanted to see 
him 'for the purpose of protesting the actions of the 
United States government in prosecuting persons for the 
expressions of opinions. 

'"’We refer particularly to' the prosecution of i.'ie 
Communist leaders in New York, and consider the action 
against them the sad reflection upon the level to which 
our American concepts of free speech have declined. 

"’We desire to solicit your aid to combat procedures 
under which an existing system can employ the coercive 
forces of' the government to preserve itself from criticism. 


or change. 


"Members of the group which also sent a strongly 
worded protest against the trial to Attorney General J. 
Howard McGrath, included in addition to Nallinan: 

Mervin Belli, attorney; , ’ 


Ten v/i-ivlcl. formerly the "Daily People's 'Tor it , 
a Pest Coast Communist nev/spavser. 


The "Peoples World , 
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A+ +- The C ° 3tnuni f t Part Ji USA, has been designated by the 
^'l045§^ y '. Gen ® ral ° f thC United States pursuant to Executive o- 

. , J^ e "Daily People's. World" newspaper issue of November 6 

' ••rStt’ 4 S" 8:<? T l T 1 i ?? iumns 2 » 3 -and -4, . contained- an article entitL 
Bay Area Notables Greet Soviet People on Nov. 7 . " 

'' ' ^^'anc.isc^ , . ■ Novi 5 V 


■?^^ ssla ? ; s #^ n< ? e P endence Day v in support of the Red Army's 
truggle against Nazi Germany, today" announced the Russian 
- > ^^ lcau Society to Aid USSR and Great Britain to Defeat 

- _ -Religious leaders, city officials, educators, 

.liberals .and progressives were circulated with the fa -1 low- 
^^ingi message : ' '-Vb '• ' “ . w 

\ik ' .: v -jV.- 

-'^VWe Americans : admire your courage and determinatioi 
jin your fight against Hitlerism. . 

. ,. • "'On November 7, your Independence Day, we wish to '1 

convey to you our message of greetings and deep conviction 
that your heroic struggle will end in final victory c-v 
the dar I: forces of fascism.'" 


■ d 1 - 'Sighing : the message of greetings , with modifications in 
some instances, were: ". ..Kelvin Ml Belli, attorney.’..." 

- • biae Russian American, Society ; Inc.; has been designated !>v 
Sder^io45Q y GGn,eral °* the United .States, pursuant ,,to Executive 


Order '10450. : ^^uuve 

v..-., wuA.j-iiy.-.N/;-:, • -....v • ... : W.V4 ’V-Xg^.x-.v : • i *..v .• 

The "Sau Francisco Chronicle" issue of October 9, 1S39, 
contained an article captioned "Belli named to U. S. Bar Rights 
Committee. ' In this 'article it is se'f" forth 'that Melvin Belli 7 
w 1 5’5f? CiSCO . a ' t ' to ^ ae y } had been appointed to the Committee or. * 
the Bill of Rights of the Junior Bar Conference of the America^ 
Bar Association. The Committee/ according to the article 
would .-concern itself with a . comparative survey of the Bill 
of Rights as appears in the basic law of the states. 
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ME LVIN M. BELLI-- 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
SAN FRANCISCO 
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;••• the Training Section received in| 

mail a circulp^indicatihg that Melvin M. Belli of San Francisco is schedulirjj 
4Q&vAhnual)pe lli Seminar at Washington. D. C. , Sunday, August 28,, I960. § 
8:30 ^ m. i5 11:00 p. m. at the Presidential Arms. This is the day before til 
opening of the American Bar Association's 83rd Annual Meeting. A copy of I 
circular is attached and indicates that this seminar will emphasize medical I 
specialties not heretofore discussed at prior forensic medicine and medicorlj 

- seminars. ‘On the law side, the seminar will consider the various agencies & 

- courts and specialized practices that every lawyer should know about. $ 
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It will be recalled that at die Annual ABA Meeu ;g, 

9, at Miami Beach, Belli embarrassed the ABA by bringing Mickey Cohen 
and setting up. a seminar to run concurrently with the ABA Meeting and some of 
•the newspapers erroneously reported that Belli was a part of the- ABA Convention. 
Of course the ABA promptly indicated he had no connection whatsoever. 

p fc> told me in the past that 
been trying in every way possible to "make a case" which would justify ousting • 
Belli from the ABA for unethical practices althoughBelli is apparently smart enough/ 
to stay within the ethical rules. b?C f? 

On 8/4/60 while spending some time in Washington with 

I informed him of the proposed Belli Seminar. This was complete news t 
but he was very anxious to get it because he said he will now alert the Public -A 
Relations Staff at the ABA Center so that when they have their preliminary br efing 
of the press prior to the forthcoming Annual Meeting, they will be able to elar fy 
in advance the fact that Belli has no connection in his seminar with the ABA Mietin 
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